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1. The replacemsnt of Geperal ludwig Svoboda by Dr. Alexei Ceplckn as Minister
of National Defense ushered in a purse of the Czeoh army during which time
many high-ranking officers w3re raplaced by persons whom the party considered
to be politically roliable. Soms of the officers who now hold important posts
and who will probably be influential in paking future army policy ares
a. Ueneral Jaroslav Prochan replaced Goneral Simon Drgac as chief of staff.

Prochazka, a doctor of jarisprudence and former chief of the Army Education
Servies, has long wield:d political power in the army, but he wag nover a
gtaff officer before hi: appointment as chiof of gtaff. He joined the Czech
amy in the USSR during the last war as a reserve officer in the Quarter—
master Corps.,

b. General Karel Stuchly = responsible for the future reorganization of the
army. A fanatical Corrunist like tho rost of his family, hs was for-
merly chief of staff ol the 1gt Military District and was promobed to the
rank of general in 194%, Quiet, effiecient, and imteliisent, ho is one of
tho most capable leaders in the progent &Iy,

c. Goneral Zuzka was foruer chief of the "lesearch Section” of G=2. His
present assigmnent is unknowm. ’

4. GColonel Sacher of the Gensrzl Staff Corps is a favorite of President Gotiwald
and can be expected %u have a brilliant fuburs. A military theoreticlan,
he is still a divisicn comander and will very 13kely be recalled to the
Goneral S¢aff soon, :

6, Uolonel Rytir {formerlr Titter), Cormanding Officer of the 13th Inf Div
at Karlovy Vary, is nol a brilliant soldier but he mointains & eolid
position with party loaders. He has been offered an appointment in Pra-me
tut prefers to remain at Karlovy Vary.

2. The administration of th: purge has been handled by the X Derartment {Personnal)
of the lMinistry of National Defense. This department took over the functions of
the formor individual pirconnel sections which woere contained in the othor nine
departments of the minintry. Hames of persons to be purned are submitted for
arnroval by the X Deparinent to the Army Advisory Council (ars), which in
practice approves all Tucormendations. Most purges ave effectuated by rediring
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such persons, by transferring them to the reserve, or by placing them in less
sensitive jobs. OCome of the leading personalities in X Departrent are:

=33
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General Bedrich Reicin 1s Department Chief.

Colonel Dor (alias Dondy) of the JA” Departrient is the lepal adviser.
Of Jewigh faith, he iz 42 yoars old and was a licutenant colonel in 1947,

Colonel Iadislav Caxodil, an artillory officer, 47 ears old, is Chief of

the lst Section. “his section has jurisdiciion over the infantry, artillery,
and other combat arms of serviee. Chodil entered the X Department as an

0BZ officer and became Relcinis adviser and deputy.

Colonel Josef lfiksicek, an artillery officer, 48 years old, is Chief of the
2nd Section vhieh has Jurisdiction over the Army Services Forces.

Colonel Frantisek Bures, an officor of the General S¢aff Corps, 44 years
0ld, is Chief of the 3rd Section (investiration). Wis scetion coopersies
with G=5 in helning to veed out unreliable personnel,

Colonel Buhumir ilitsch 1s Chief of the 4th Seetion. The functions of
this section are not knowm,

folloving hich-ranking officers have been purpod:

Ganeral OUimon D;-cgac s Chisf of the General Staff.

General KorelKlpalek, Commander of the lst Military District.
General Vicherek, Air Force Cormander.

General Kveton, Chief of Infantry of the Coneral Staff.

General Bruno Zapletal, Chief of Loplcsties of the General Staff,

Genaral Krivacek of the Ministry of Wational Defense.
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